
Welcome to Dracut: Our Greek Relatives During the 1940s 

The family had undergone a dramatic setback in 1936 when they lost the family farm on Varnum Ave. The Papafagos  

and Poulicakos family had lost the property they jointly 

owned to the City of Lowell in 1933 for non-payment of taxes 

but had continued to live there until it was sold. That day 

came when Walter B. Guyette, who had been hired by the 

City of Lowell to conduct the public auction, arrived on the 

afternoon of November 21, 1936.   The 17-acres of land and 

the four-unit home they had owned since October, 1917 was 

gone.  Their story was repeated around the country. In 1932, 

273,000 people lost their homes due to the Great Depression. 

During the next year, a thousand mortgages a day were being 

foreclosed. By 1933, 40 to 50 percent of all home mortgages in the United States were in default. Their timing was 

unfortunate. They were ineligible for relief efforts passed by Congress such as the National Housing Act of 1937 since 

they had already lost their home by then.  

The Papafagos family -Constantinos “Costas” and his wife Penelope (Basourakas), their son George and his wife Helen 

(Costopoulos), and their granddaughter Penny- moved to a rented house at 51 West Meadow Road near the Dracut line. 

Their new home, a two-family house on the corner of Monarch St which was built as part of the Sunset Park 

development, kept the Papafagos family in a more rural setting than the Poulicakos’ were experiencing and they were 

closer to Helen’s brother James and mother Georgia who were living on Mammoth Road in Dracut.   

It was a new start for the family but there was no escaping sadness. On 

January 13, 1937, less than two months after they had been forced 

from their home on Varnum Ave, Costas Papafagos, son of Demetrios 

and Georgia (Karminikas) Papafagos, died at home suddenly when his 

heart quit at the 

age of 75.  His 

granddaughter 

Penny had met 

and fallen in love 

with Louis 

Michalareas and her father had announced their intention to marry 

that February.  Family and friends of both the Michalareas and 

Papafagos families met for the engagement party at the West 

Meadow Road home and then celebrated again at the June wedding 

that year. When the couple returned from their honeymoon to 

Buffalo, NY, Louis joined many others in taking out ads in the Lowell 

Sun seeking employment.  

A year and three days after they were married, their first child- 

Charles- was born on June 16, 1938. Louis, like most of his family, 

was a leather worker and his young family lived in one of the two 

units at 12 Fulton St in Peabody less than a two minute walk down 

the street and around the corner from 86 Walnut Street where his 

parents, his two uncles and three of his four siblings were living. 

They didn’t stay there long, however, Helen sent for the family and they all moved into the small house on W. Meadow 

 Penny (Papafagos) Mahaleris with her son Charles 



Road- Kostas’ widow Penny, Helen and George, Louis and Penny and baby Charlie.  He was baptized in Peabody on 

October 16 and his sponsor was George Sakelakos (sp?). 

The 1940 census, taken on April 2, showed that the Papafagos’ lived on one side and the Savards on the other.  Both 

Bridegroom and bride were working. Penny, who was pregnant at the time, worked at the Laganas Shoe Company and 

Louis worked as an attendant at a gas station.  Helen was a spinner at the cotton mill. Both mother and daughter worked 

more weeks in 1939 than their husbands. According to the census, Louis had worked 25 weeks in 1939 while George had 

not worked at all either year. Both 

women worked 28 weeks in 1939. Each 

also made more money than Louis.  

In 1940, there were 7,339 residents in 

Dracut which was up 6.2% from a 

decade before. The first Greek to settle 

in town was Peter Laganas who was 

born in Sparta, started a farm on 

Hampson St in Dracut in 1907, and 

opened Pete’s Grains. According to The 

Dracut Historic Society: ‘With the 

growth of Lowell as the major 

employment center, Dracut’s rural 

properties and open spaces became 

attractive for suburban 

development...Households headed by 

Greek immigrants surged from three in 

1910 to 53 in 1920 and were all located 

in the western half of the town (not 

one was located east of Bridge 

Street!).’  Our family decided to follow 

suit and leave Lowell for a more rural 

setting- something more similar to the 

Greek village of Riza where the 

Costopoulos’ had lived or Skala where 

George Papafagos was born than the 

industrial city of Lowell.  

Louis and Penny must have saved 

every nickel for on May 25, 1940, they 

bought the buildings and five lots of 

land on Homefield Ave from painter 

Alex Goudreau and his wife Clara. It was described in the Lowell Sun as a single six room house. Realtors were John C 

Pencival and Company. The couple took out a loan from Lowell Co-Operative Bank for $650 payable in monthly 

installments of $5.48. Not long after, Penny gave birth to her second son, George, on October 12. He was baptized at 

Holy Trinity Church the following March 15 with sponsor Chrysanthe Stamatake (sp?).  

Homefield Ave was an unpaved road with few residents but lots of woods and farms in 1940. Some of their neighbors 

included at #152 Homefield Mr and Mrs Armand Loranger and their three children (Armand, Raymond and Jacqueline) 

and Rayna Worden; at #47 Homefield Frank Pavelka who had married Flora Ella Newcomb of 120 Honora Ave in 1939 

Charles Mahaleris holding his brother George. George was born on October 12, 1940 just a few 
months after Louis and Penny bought 65 Homefield Ave in Dracut 



and their daughter Joan and also Stanley Pavelka, Mary 

Pavelka who was John’s widow and also Julia and 

Walter Pavelka  (the Pavelka family also had property at 

134 Gerrish Ave); and another Homefield Ave resident 

was Agata Gyrgiel who died in 1942 at the age of 60 

while visiting her sister on Hildreth Str. More of the 

Grygiel clan lived nearby on Hoover St near the Ziembas 

who shared the street with the Rondeaus and William 

and Arline Danis family.  Bill was a home wrecker- his 

occupation specifically was building demolition. Alex 

and Virginia Paganos lived behind the Mahaleris’ at the 

lower end of Brissette St at #53. Nick and Athena 

Nickologanis lived at 25 Brissette with their six children 

who ranged in age from 25 to the youngest who was 9.  

Helen and James Pappas and their kids and if they were 

looking for kids for Charlie and George to play with 

Joseph Jean’s family was a short walk at 43 Old 

Meadow Rd. There were 14 youths living there in 1940 

ranging from 20 year old Raymond Jean to infant Rene 

Jean. The second youngest of the Jean kids, Joseph, was 

close to Charlie’s age but growing up his friends were 

Charlie Manning who lived on Hampson St near Pete’s 

Grains and the Leonidas Dadolis who lived on Hopeland 

and fought with and was sometime friends with one of 

the Gyrgiel boys.  

On June 26, 1941, 

Louis raised his 

hand and took the 

oath of citizenship at the Middlesex County Superior Courthouse. He was 5’8”, 165 

lbs, dark hair and 30 years old at the time.  

Helen and George Papafagos bought 

their Dracut home on May 3, 1941- a 

year after her daughter and son-in-law 

bought theirs- in the Mammoth Heights 

development in the Navy Yard section 

from City Institution for Savings for $800. 

Helen could not read or write much in 

either Greek or English but she could 

make her mark.  80 Honora Ave was a 

Charlie Mahaleris at his new home on Homefield Ave in October 1940. 



small two bedroom home that sat 

on the northwesterly side of Honora 

between Houde Road and Moody St 

(later Textile Ave) on a triangular-

shaped plot containing 6550 square 

feet of land. Vasilios Pidiakis had 

been the last owner and lived across 

Houde Rd at 76 Honoroa until 1942. 

It had been built by a short man and 

so every room and doorway was 

short. Like Helen, Pidiakis worked as 

a weaver at the Boott Mills in Lowell 

so it is possible they were 

acquainted. Half the basement was 

unfinished and the dirt would get 

wet during Spring mud season. To 

get to the basement, you moved the 

kitchen table and went through the 

trap door or you went out and 

around to either basement door in 

the front or rear of the house. 

Though smaller and more expensive 

than her daughter’s home, It had 

something absent in the Homefield 

Ave property- a bathtub and 

shower. Penny and Louis’ home only 

had an indoor toilet located in a 

corner of the house between the 

front entrance and the stairwell to 

the basement.  Penny would bring 

her children to Honora Ave for 

bathing.  After living through the 

loss of the farm, Helen wasn’t about to let that happen again. The mortgage was in her name primarily and George’s 

secondarily. Helen worked for it. Helen saved for it.  Helen bought it. 

The location was ideal for Helen. It was less than a ten minute walk to visit Penny’s family and nearly exactly the same 

distance to see her brother Jimmy and their mother Georgia who lived at 471 Mammoth Rd.  They weren’t the only new 

residents. Armand J Brodeur and his wife Mary had bought 79 Honora on August 17, 1940. Brodeur had been born in St 

Angel in Quebec and worked as a cook in various diners and restaurants in Lowell before getting a job with the VA 

hospital in Bedford after the war. There were other Greeks living in the neighborhood when the Papafagos’ moved in. 

Peter and Christina Demitropoulos were living up the hill at 55 Glennon Ave with their children. Across from them were 

Arthur and Stella Platanites and their sons Charles and Michael. At #35 lived Pantelis and Evanthia Nicholaou and their 

three children.  Their daughter Effie was given a birthday party that November at the home of her aunt Macenas in 

Manchester. (Stella Poulicakos, Penny’s cousin, had married James Macenas by this point. The party for Effie was likely 

at the home of Irene and Antonio Macenas).  John Paneros and his wife lived with his mother Catherine on Moody St 

There were also French Canadians. Henry Rondeau, who worked as a farm hand, was living at # 67 Honora with his wife 

Yvette. Living next to Rondeau was Ed Daigle who delivered coal. The Daigles, Rondeaus and Guillemettes were related. 

  Penelope (Basourakas) Papafagos, her son George and grandsons George and Charlie. She died on 
May 30, 1946 from congestive heart failure and senility.  



Daigle lived at # 65 with his wife Blanche and their teenager Philip. Raymond Boisvert and his wife and five kids rented 

#50. The Papafagos’ moved to Honora Ave only months after Maxime Guillemette married Yvette Robarge.  He was the 

son of retired loom fixer Maxime and Alexandra and older brother of Ed Guillemette living at #61 Honora Ave. There 

were three groups of Desrosiers living on Honora in 1940: Robert and his family at #46, Victor and his family at #42, and 

Antoine and his wife Victoria at #40.  The same month Helen and George moved in, Alcide Bellefeuille (#32 Honora) and 

his wife Bertha celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary and their son Aurelion married Dorothy Bergeron. Nearby on 

Moody St were the L’Heureux and the Carpentiers. Portuguese immigrant Antonin Jesus worked as a farm hand and 

lived at #21 Honora with his wife Lillian and their kids. Polish immigrants Charles and Mary Kaczmarski lived a few blocks 

away at 15 Mercier St with their children.  Helen had a coop behind the house and sold chickens to mill workers. The 

story goes that Helen first brought live chickens on the bus that went from Moody St to Lowell but was told living 

chickens were not allowed on the bus. So she brought dead chickens on the bus but that was also not permitted so she 

walked from Dracut with the chickens to the mills to sell them to the workers.  

The Papafagos and Mahaleris families were not the first of our Greek relatives to discover Dracut. Helen’s brother James 

Costopoulos bought the Mammoth Rd property on July 11, 1924 from Napoleon P Brissette of Everett.  Jimmy had taken 

care of his mother Georgia 

ever since her husband 

Nicholas abandoned the 

family shortly after bringing 

them here from Greece. Jim 

worked the mills and 

supplemented his income by 

wrestling under the moniker 

“Jim Christos”. The sport was 

very popular in the region. 

Jim was short and stout and 

strong. In January of 1919, he 

defeated Joe Boutin in 11 

minutes before a crowd of 

about 500 according to the 

Lowell Sun. He also entered a 

10 mile race in September of 

1919 starting at Coburn and 

Hildreth St and followed 

various roads in West 

Centralville.  The following 

May, two wrestlers- Joe Blair 

and Al Lundstrom- offered $5 

to any man who could stay in 

a wrestling match with them 

for five minutes. Jimmy was 

$5 richer after not only staying in the match for the required time with Blair but beating him. In July, he sent a letter to 

the paper claiming the Lightweight title. “Dear Sir- I issued a challenge in your paper a few weeks ago to all lightweight 

wrestlers in the country who claim the championship and as yet I haven’t received a word from any of them. Therefore, 

since no one has answered me, I claim the championship and will hold it against all comers. Below is a list of my 

wrestling career: I was defeated in my first bout by Jim Brown in 15 minutes. Then I smoothed out and defeated Kid 

Desrosiers in 22 minutes at the C.MA.C. Jim Pappas from New York in 27 minutes first fall with 12 minutes at the 

 George and Charlie Mahaleris with Jim Costopoulos. Dracut was very rural in the 1940s. Jim had been a mill 
worker, wholesale fruit vendor, wrestler, and even ran the Boston Marathon.  



Y.M.C.A. Charles Vlasis first fall 15 minutes and second at seven minutes at the Y.M.C.A. Young Williams in 22 minutes 

and 30 seconds, I went to a draw with Young Londoa of Lawrence, at Haverhill, in 3 hours and 10 minutes, and Charles 

Javelin at Haverhill in 22 minutes. Hoping to hear from all claimants of the championship, especially the Masked Marvel 

and Mr Tremblay. I remain, Jim Christo.” In 1922, he went on a wrestling tour in New York.  His manager Louis Saris told 

the press, “He has begun training and during the winter expects to meet the best wrestlers in the country at one 

hundred and forty-five pounds. His training camp is at 805 Varnum avenue (the Papafagos farm).” The wrestling season 

began and Jim defeated his first match with “little difficulty.” He wrestled through the late 1920s and then moved to 

New York City with his new bride Hariclia Georgoulas in 1930.  His mother remained at his house on Mammoth Rd. The 

1940 census shows Georgia living in the Mammoth Rd home and renting part of the house to Ramon Szczypinski and his 

family. Ramon was a barber. Georgia Costopoulos lived near the Naults, the Howards and the Babaletos family. By 1942, 

Jimmy and Hariclia moved back to Mammoth Road and he was working at Waterhead Mills.   

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and the world changed overnight. Men and women rushed to 

do their part. The Methuen Draft Board set up registration centers at various Dracut schools. Men enlisted in the Armed 

Forces and women filled their jobs on the production lines joining Helen and Penny who had worked to support their 

families for years. Lowell's cotton industry began to grow again, displayed by the rise in employment from 5,500 workers 

to 7,000 workers. The second largest industry in Lowell, the shoe industry, saw a 50% increase in employment during the 

very first year of the war. New industries emerged including Atlantic Rayon Company's Parachute Division, General 

Electric, United States Rubber, and 

Remington Arms.  Shops in Dracut 

grew as well such as the Merrimack 

Woolen Mills and the Beaver Brook 

Mill which produced an enormous 

number of blankets for the U.S. 

military. Wages also increased as 

companies competed for workers. The 

Depression years were over.  The war 

years had begun.  George and Jimmy 

complied with the law and registered 

for the draft while cousins James, Paul 

and Charlie Poulicakos enlisted and 

served overseas. Cousin Spiros “Spike” 

Pappafagos served in the Army Air 

Corps. 

An odd and disturbing story appeared 

on the front page of the Lowell Sun on 

February 16, 1942. Louis Mahaleris, 30, 

of 65 Homefield Street in Dracut was 

wounded by a shotgun blast as he was 

walking along West Meadow Road 

toward Varnum Avenue.  Mahaleris, 

who was hit in the face and legs by 

lead pellets, was treated at St Joseph’s 

Hospital and released. He told police 

that as he was walking along he heard 

a loud explosion and felt the pellets hit his face and legs. He said that when blood started to flow down the side of his 

 Penny Mahaleris with their German Shepherd at her Homefield Ave home. Dogs had jobs to do 
and were expected to be useful. Most stayed outside at night in dog houses or under the porch. 
Some were roamed loose to fend for themselves. Louis’ six year old relative Michael Michaleas, a 
relative on his mother’s side, was attacked by a wandering “mongrel dog” while he and a friend 
were playing in a lot off School St in Lowell in May of 1942. The dog nearly tore off Michael’s left 
ear in the attack that required five stitches. The boy was only saved when a passerby intervened. 



face, he hastened to his home where he removed several pellets from his left thigh. He said that he later went to the 

hospital where he received further treatment. Officers Leo Crowley and W.J. Conway investigated the case and also 

questioned neighbors in the vicinity. The latter, however, declared that they did not hear any explosion. 

On June 1, 1942, Penny and Louis bought nine additional lots of land (50-58) on Homefield Ave all the way to Hoover St 

for $150.  In 1943, Louis and Penny buy four more lots of land on Homefield Ave from Alex and Clara Goudreau.  

If Helen and Penny kept a close watch on the children, you can thank Wilfred Tallard. Tallard was 26 and living at 50 

Honora Ave in 1943 when he was arrested and “charged with a serious morals offense involving a 4-year-old Dracut 

girl.” Tallard had been working as an attendant at the McDonald Ice Company and was arraigned in district court with a 

$2500 bail after being arrested by Dracut Police Chief Vincent O’Leary.  

Families were doing their part to help. They rationed meats, processed foods, sugar, shoes, gasoline, and fuel oil. Doing 

with less was a skill our family had long mastered. German U-Boats were active along the Atlantic Seaboard with one 

placing mines in Boston harbor in 1942. Captured German spies were brought to Fort Devens and remote locations in 

New Hampshire and Maine.  

Neighbors were getting in on the action. James Babaletos of Glennon Ave enlisted in the Army. Sgt Nicholas 

Demitropoulos, son of Mr and Mrs Peter Demitropoulos- neighbors of Helen and George- was wounded in action in 

Germany.  First Lt Andrew P Demitropoulos was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, an Air Medal with three oak 

leaf clusters and the European Theatre of operations ribbon after participating in 25 bombing missions over Germany 

and France in five months. He described one combat mission: “German fighters were so eager to get to us they stormed 

right through their own flak. I saw more than one enemy fighter shot down by that flak.” PFC Ed Guillemette took part in 

 Charlie Mahaleris, back row second from left, at Parker Avenue School in 1944. The world was at war while these Dracut children grew up.  



the Normandy Invasion. Pvt Joseph P Jesus, son of Mr and Mrs Antonio Jesus of 

21 Honora Ave, won the right to wear the Wings and Boots of the Paratroopers 

after completing four weeks of jump training. Mr and Mrs Moise Dumais of 55 

Gerrish Ave were notified by the Navy in January of 1943 that their son Armand, 

Seaman Second Class, was missing in action. Dumais had been serving aboard the 

light cruiser USS Juneau which had been sunk during the battle of Guadalcanal in 

November. Pfc Stanley J Pavelka was cited by the 361st Infantry regiment of the 

91st division and awarded the Combat Infantryman’s badge for combat in Italy 

with the Fifth army. Pfc Roland 

Jean of Old Meadow Rd was killed 

in action in Italy on June 23, 1944. 

The D-Day landing of June 6, 

1944, ranks as the boldest and 

most successful large-scale 

invasion in military history. 

Roughly 160,000 Allied troops 

crossed the English Channel, 

supported by seven thousand 

ships and boats, and landed on 

the coast of Normandy. The 

seaborne invasion included nearly 

5,000 landing and assault craft, 

289 escort vessels, and 277 

minesweepers. Ed Guillemette of 

Honora Ave was part of that invasion force. He hit Omaha beach on 

Landing Ship Tank 1260 with Company A of the 1st Army's 128th Gun 

Battalion.  His uniform was treated with a chemical designed to protect 

against gas attack. Guillemette, who was deployed in Europe for three 

years, was trained to load armor piercing shells into a 90 mm. cannon and operate a machine gun on an 18-ton armored 

vehicle the troops called "the monster." Near Cherbourg, Pfc. Guillemette noticed allied gliders strewn in pieces on the 

ground, a sign they came under attack or crash-landed. He never forgot the images of dead bodies of Germans and 

Americans rotting in the sun. His unit lost many men defending a fort in Metz, France. "You get very angry when your 

own people are dead," he told the Lowell Sun long after the war. Then, 

small town 

Dracut had a 

big event. 

President 

Franklin D 

Roosevelt came 

to Dracut in 

1943. He made 

a detour on his 

plans to visit 

Brigadier 

General James F. McManmon in Hovey Square according to the book 

“Dracut” by John Pendergast.  

 Ed Guillemette during his service in WWII. He has 
been a friend to our family for seven decades.  

Penny’s Cousin Paul and Donna Poulicakos moved to 
Homefield Ave. after WWII in 1946 



On August 14, 1945, it was announced that 

Japan had surrendered unconditionally to the 

Allies, effectively ending World War II.  The 

war was over and people had cash in their 

pockets. Servicemembers were returning 

home and life was returning to normal.  

Louis applied for a license for a vehicle junk 

yard. Reported in the Lowell Sun on April 27. 

The license would allow him to “buy and sell 

second hand motor vehicles and parts at 65 

Homefield Avenue. In October, 1945, Helen 

and George were ready to begin their new 

adventure. According to the paper, they were selling all 63 Rhode 

Island Red pullets cheap. Chickens were out. Liquor was in.  There were 

other bars in town. Robert Gookin was arrested for operating the 

Kenwood Social Club without a liquor stamp that June. Club Allouette 

was operating on Pleasant St. Club Ringgold was open on Bridge St. Bill 

McDermott was manager of Club Fleur de Lis on Elm St. On Nashua Rd people could go to Café Pompeii or the Coral 

Room at the Dracut Inn. There was, however, no bar on Moody St in Dracut. The Papafagos’ changed that in 1946.  They 

would need the extra money. Dracut raised its tax rate $4 that year to $44 per $1000- the first tax increase in a decade.  

The big news locally that summer was the discovery of skeletal remains of a woman completely naked except for her red 

shoes partially buried in Wiggins Woods off Donohue Rd. Raymond Ballou, 15, of Gerrish Ave and a friend stumbled over 

the skeleton while looking for berries. A Navy Cook from Tyngsboro, was charged with beating the 20-year old woman to 

death on July 8 after police questioned more than 

60 people including many from the neighborhood. 

The grand jury later exonerated him. 

 Charlie, Penny, George Mahaleris and their St Bernard. Penny was pregnant with 
Sophie in this picture which was taken early 1947.  One plan the family had was to 
breed and sell St Bernards. Sophie said that on snowy days they would attach a 
sleigh to the large dog and get rides up and down the snow-covered streets.  

George Mahaleris looks on as his Great Grandmother 
Georgia Costopoulos holds his sister Sophie who was born 
on April 7, 1947. Georgia died on Feb 3, 1948.  

Early 1940s picture of Charlie 
Mahaleris riding near the 
chicken coop. The family raised 
chickens and rabbits to eat and 
canned vegetables were a 
Winter staple. Charlie joked 
that they sold rabbit fur to 
Sears for clothing and both he 
and Sophie would frown later 
in life when served chicken 
after having so much of it as 
kids. “We had chickens and 
about eight rabbits,” Sophie 
Mahaleris said. “We would 
fatten them up in summer and 
eat them in Winter.” 



Sophie Mahaleris was born to Penny on April 7, 1947 and was baptized on May 31.  Her sponsor was Haricula 

Costopoulos, James’ wife. The next year, on February 3, 1948, Georgia (Kartanis) Kostopoulos, beloved mother of Helen 

and James, died in Dracut at the age of 63. The funeral procession left Chicklis funeral home at 1:30 in the afternoon and 

funeral services were held at St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church on Worthen St where funeral services were conducted 

by Rev Neofitos Voutsounas. The bearers were John Liegakos, George Sintris, Louis Mahaleris, Thomas Babalettos, and 

Harry and James Kostopoulos. Burial was in Westlawn cemetery.  

George’s Café held its “Grand Opening” of the season on April 2, 1947 serving 

up fried clams and chicken dinners and catering to “friends”.  A large quarter 

page ad in the Lowell Sun in May of 1947 proclaimed that George’s Café had 

new booths, new tables and a new floor with an orchestra every Friday and 

Saturday night. Vendors and friends helped pay for the ad offering “Best 

Wishes” to George. Jim Kostopoulos submitted the application in 1948 for 

“George’s Spa” for a renewal of a seasonal restaurant license to sell all alcoholic 

beverages at the Textile Ave location with “storage in basement, main dining 

room, small room at entrance and kitchen.” Neither Helen nor George were U.S. 

citizens so Jim lent his name to the effort. 

Both homes, George’s Café and the junk yard were nearly lost on the same day. 

The Lowell Sun reported that on April 12, 1947, “A score of homes in Homefield 

was endangered yesterday afternoon when a grass fire swept by the high winds 

raced towards the settlement and was brought under control only within inches 

of the family dwellings. Two pens and houses for pigs were destroyed by the 

fire. A call for a grass fire was received at 1:15 p.m. for Moody and Honora 

Avenue and was answered by the Navy Yard company. Fire Chief Ernest H 

Gunther, Jr. ordered two additional companies to the scene, Collinsville and Kenwood, and through efficient work of the 

combined companies the fire was brought under control and property damage prevented. The ban against lighting all 

outdoor fires is still in force…Lack of sufficient rain has created a fire hazard and the ban will remain in effect.” 

In 1947, Dracut voters authorized the change of 

name from Moody St to Textile Ave to conform with 

Lowell and the street number had changed from 

1180 to 570. Voters accepted Homefield Ave as an 

official town road in 1948.   

George’s Café and Penny’s Variety, located under 

Helen and George’s house in the finished half of the 

basement, were both in operation. George’s Café 

had bands on the weekend such as the Big Cowboy 

Jamboree, Socky’s Radio Trio and Paul Vee the MC. 

People came for the modern and square dances and 

for the good foods cooked in the small kitchen.  

The family had escaped poverty in Greece, survived 

two World Wars and the Great Depression, and life 

was good as the decade came to a close.  

 80 Honora Ave, home of Helen and George Papafagos, including Penny's Variety 
as seen from Ed Guillemette's yard.  


