
Penelope Papafagos weds Elias Michalareas- June 13, 1937 

Penelope Papafagos, daughter of George and Helen 

(Costopoulos) Papafagos, was gowned in white satin, en 

train, with long tulle lace-trimmed veil on Sunday, June 

13, 1937 when she was given in marriage by her father to 

Elias (Louis) Michalareas of Peabody. Her bouquet was of 

calla lilies and gardenias. Miss Stella Michalareas, of 

Peabody, sister of the bridegroom, was maid of honor. 

She wore blue organdie, with matching, veil-trimmed hat 

of brilliants. Her bouquet was of red roses. The 

bridesmaids were: Miss Antoula Papafagos of Lowell, 

cousin of the bride; Miss Georgia N. Mandragouras of 

Peabody, cousin of the bridegroom, and Miss Georgia G. 

Mandragouras, another cousin of the bridegroom. The 

bridesmaids wore similarly-fashioned dresses of pastel 

colored mousseline-de-sole. They carried red roses, and 

wore coronets of orange blossoms. Rena Psoinos was 

flower girl, while Arthur Tsingaridas was ring bearer, 

according to the Lowell Sun.  She was the only child of 

Helen and George and was born in Lowell in 1914.  

The temperature was 65 degrees in Lowell the afternoon Louis 

and Penny were wed. It was a fair day with gentle winds from the west when they exited the Holy Trinity church in the 

Acre section of the city following the service officiated by Rev Demetrios Sgouros. Workers at the Boott Mills were on 

strike and the city was preparing for Flag Day on 

Monday. All of the schools were preparing for 

graduation season. Penny’s cousin Charlie 

Poulicakos would graduate later that week from 

Bartlett Junior High School. Penny was 22 years 

old when she was Father Sgouros placed the 

stefana crown upon her head. The article in the 

Lowell Sun did not mention if Penny followed 

tradition by listing all of her unmarried friends on 

the sole of her right shoe.  

The bridgegroom was Louis Michalareas (an earlier spelling of Mahaleris), son of Leonidas and Sophie (Michaleas) of 

Peabody. He was attended by Mr. George Chicalakos of Peabody (the certificate lists it as Nicholas Tsakelakos), as 



koumbaros (best man); Theodore N. and Theodore G. 

Mandragouras of Peobody (cousins of Louis); Paul Poulicakos of 

Lowell (cousin of Penny), and Spiros Papafagos. Prior to the 

wedding, Louis lived with his parents at their home at 86 Walnut 

street in Peabody. He had been born in Greece but emigrated with 

his mother In 1915. In 1936, Leonidas was a leather worker at the 

tannery. His brothers James and Peter, who also lived with them, 

also were leather workers. Louis’ younger sister Mary, before she 

got married, was a leather worker. Louis was a dish washer. He had 

also worked as a truck driver and chauffeur in Marblehead and in 

Boston at Keystone Beverages. He knew enough about engines to 

be employed as a mechanic but jobs grew scarce during the 

depression. He was 26 when they were wed- the second of the five 

children of Leonidas and Sophie to be married. It was the first and only marriage for both of them. 

Following the wedding, the celebrating continued at the Papafagos home at 51 West Meadow road near Mammoth road 

not far from the Dracut line.  That night, Louis and Penny left on their wedding trip to Buffalo, N.Y. and likely visited the 

Janetakos relations. Likely they returned in time for the church’s events on the North Common on June 21 marking the 

Back Row: Theodore Mandragouras, Spiros Pappafagos, George Chicalakos, Louis Michalareas, Paul Poulicakos, Theodore Mandragouras. Front 
Row: Georgia Mandragouras, Stella Poulicakos, Stella Michalareas, flower girl Rena Psoinos, Penelope (Papafagos) Michalareas, ring bearer Arthur 
Tsingaridas, Anatoula Pappafagos, Georgia Mandragouras 



37th anniversary of Holy Trinity parish. The program of activities were organized by parish president Chris Laganas who 

owned the shoe company where Penny and many others in the Greek community worked. Laganas had served as 

president of the church for nearly three years and had saved it from passing into receivership. He had opened Laganas 

Shoe Manufacturing Co on Market street in 1923 and by 1931 the shoe industry had become the largest employer in 

Lowell. In 1935, there was violence at Laganas shoe factory between union and non-union Greek workers. By the end of 

the decade, the shoe industry in Lowell was in decline.  

The wedding had been several months in planning. The Lowell Sun reported on the couple’s engagement party in 

February. George and Helen Papafagos had opened up their home on Sunday, February 14. The paper reported: “Friends 

and relatives of the couple were present at the party, which was in the form of a dinner and entertainment. Among 

those from Lowell were: Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pappafagos (although Kostas Papafagos had passed almost a month 

before the engagement party from cardiovascular disease January 13 at the home he shared with his wife Penny, their 

son George and his wife and their daughter. The paper also misspelled Papafagos), Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Psoinos, Mr. 

and Mrs. Michael Michaleas (Louis’ Aunt and Uncle on his mother’s side), Daniel Psoinos, Peter Mihalareas, James 

Mihalareas (Louis’ Uncles), Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tsigaridas, Peter Pappas, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kouchulis, Miss Eva Tsaffaras, 

Mr. and Mrs. George Gregory (Louis’ sister Mary and her husband who were married in 1936), Miss Stella Poulikakos, 

Miss Poppy Poulikakos, Paul and Charles Poulikakos (Penny’s cousins. Correct spelling is Poulicakos), Miss Ellie Saxonis, 

Miss Mary Psoinos, and Miss Toni Pappas.“ The engagement may have been the first bright spot for the Papafagos’ since 

they had watched the family farm at 805 Varnum avenue sold during a public auction at 2:00 PM on November 21, 1936. 



The Great Depression and questionable family financial decisions had robbed them of their 18-acre farm complete with 

four apartment house. A bad heart robbed them of patriarch Costas  Papafagos.  

Together they would buy a home together in Dracut on Homefield avenue, raise three children (Charlie, George and 

Sophie), struggle together when times were challenging, run two businesses, and kept their family close. Louis would 

work for many years at Raytheon. Penny shopped frequently when she wasn’t working at George’s Café or enjoying time 

with her grandchildren. Penny passed on February 3, 1974 and Louis died a decade later on January 27, 1984.  


