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“(James Costopoulos) Jim Christo, well-known local welterweight wrestling contender for the New England 

championship, has taken a bride,” the Lowell Sun reported on January 18, 1930. “The estimable young lady is Miss 

Hariclia Georgoulas of Brooklyn, NY, a niece of Mr Michael Demaras 

of this city, and the ceremony took place Thursday in Brooklyn, NY. 

Many prominent young people from the Greek community were 

present at the nuptials, as well as well-known athletes of New York 

City with whom Mr Christo has had many pleasant associations in 

the past. Christo leaves Lowell with this happy event in his life, 

inasmuch as he will enter business with his brother-in-law in the 

Brooklyn section. He was well known to all local athletes as 

wrestling instructor at the YMCA for several years and assistant to 

men who trained for civil service examination. As a marathon 

runner, Christo was a star. He was the only Lowell man to finish the 

Boston marathon in 1927.”   On the State of New York Certificate of 

Marriage, Jim listed his age as 34; it was his first marriage; he lived 

at 54 Myrtle Ave; and occupation was wrestler. Witnesses were 

fellow wrestler George Kargas and John Argyropoulos who also moved to Brooklyn from Lowell.   

Demetrios (James) Nicholas Kostopoulos was born on December 28, 1894 near the Eurotas River in the village of Riza 

arriving in Boston on November 13, 1905 with his father Nicholas aboard the SS Canopic which sailed from Naples, Italy. 

Passage paid by Nicholas’ brother Stefanos whom they planned to stay with on Suffolk St, Lowell. According to the 

Boston Globe, “The liner covered the distance of 4025 miles in 11 days, 13 hours and 9 minutes….With her decks 

thronged with Italian immigrants the White Star line steamer came into port” just before noon. “She brought 1395 

Hariclia (Georgoulas), James “Jim Christo” Kostopoulos, and Helen (Kostopoulos) Papafagos after the wedding.  

 

Sts Constantine and Helen Church in Brooklyn 
where Kostopoulos and Georgoulas wed in 1930.  



passengers, more than 1200 in steerage, principally immigrants.” Customs 

officials boarded while she lay at quarantine at Charlestown. Jim was 10. The ship 

departed Boston on Nov 18, “Thronged with Italians and Portuguese returning to 

their old homes for the Christmas holidays.” Among the 1200 in steerage were six 

Greek and Italian boys deported when no one claimed them.  

When not working at the mills, Jim wrestled. Standing at 5’5”, Kostopoulos was fit 

and strong. He took the wrestling moniker Jim Christo. Five hundred people filled 

Grafton hall in 1919 when Jim “floored Joe Boutin in 11 minutes,” according to 

the Lowell Sun. Later that year, Jim was part of a crowd of “sixteen local 

pluggers” who entered a 10-mile race in West Centralville starting at Coburn and 

Hildreth streets. In May, 1920, Jim won $5 wrestling match with Joe Blair leading 

to a bout against Al Lundstrom. In July, he penned a bold letter in the Lowell Sun, 

” I issued a challenge in your paper a few weeks ago to all lightweight wrestlers in the country who claim the 

championship and as yet I haven’t received a word from any of them. Therefore, since no one has answered me, I claim 

the championship and will hold it against all comers...  I was defeated in my first bout by Jim Brown in 15 minutes. Then I 

smoothed out and defeated Kid Desrosiers in 22 minutes at CMAC,” Jim wrote. “Hope to hear from all claimants of the 

championship, especially the Masked Marvel and Mr. Tremblay.”  In 1922, Jim became a US Citizen. His manager, Louis 

Saris, placed the following notice in the paper’s sports page, “… Jim Christo, has just arrived from a successful tour of 

New York State. He has begun training and during the winter expects to meet the best wrestlers in the country at 145 

pounds. His training camp (the Papafagos farm) is at 805 Varnum avenue. Hoping that we shall hear from topnotchers.” 

Christo had many bouts through that decade including one in 1923 where Jim wrestled on the same night as Joe Biss. 

Biss (Joseph Bissallion) was a wrestler and tumbler who paired up with Al Hamel and Ernest Gagne. The Lowell Sun 

wrote in 1926, “See who’s here! If it isn’t Jim Christo! The Lowell athlete finished 35th in the (Boston) Marathon. Is there 

a rassler in the universe who could duplicate that performance? We think not. And Jim is a rassler, if any one should 

inquire to know, a real regular rassler capable of throwing any man of his weight in his section, if not in New England. 

Grapplers are not suited to running. Their muscles are not flexible enough for that one. But Christo proved the 

exception. Of nearly 100 runners, only 35 finished. … Incidentally, Jim Andromedas, his trainer, is entitled to a lot of the 

credit. He’s the first man to make a Marathoner out of a wrestler.” He 

had more bouts with “mittmen and grapplers in classy exhibitions.”  

Hariclia Georgoulas, daughter of Chisoula (Demaras) and Peter, was born 

in Skoura, Greece on September 14, 1893. Skoura is less than three miles 

from Riza. She arrived in New York on October 6, 1911 and by 1920 was 

living in Dracut with her family on Hampton Street. Her family worked 

the mills although her brother James sometimes worked as an 

interpreter after marrying a French girl from St-Paulin, Canada named 

Laura Laurent.  Hariclia went with her brother to New York in 1929 when 

he got into the wholesale fruit business. Unfortunately, the timing was 

poor as this was the start of the Great Depression. Brooklyn was 

especially hard hit with thousands of workers laid off. In 1934, Jim took 

part in the 25th annual Boston light swim. They returned to Lowell and 

Jim took a job running the boiler at St Joseph’s Hospital. Lowell Sun 

columnist Charles Sampas wrote in 1970, “There’s an octogenarian Old 

Timer. Good old Jim Christo and his wonderful, gracious wife…also in the 

80s. Jim was a formidable wrestler in the old days…I forget how many 

miles a day he walks but I know it’s a very respectable number.  Nice to 

see you, Jim and your Mrs.” They celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary while she was in the nursing home. Hariclia passed on 

December 2, 1981. Jim died on Feb 19, 1986 from pancreatic cancer, diabetes and obstructions in the heart.  

 Jim Kostopoulos approximately 1915 


