
The Family Farm on Varnum Ave: The Greeks Struggle in America 

Papafagos Arrived in US 1894. Purchased Farm 1917. Lost Farm 1936. 

The story of the Poulicakos-Papafagos farm located at 805 Varnum Ave brings forth some sadness owing to the fact that 

it was lost for non-payment of back taxes in 1932 to the City of Lowell. Costas D Papafagos had been a farmer in Greece 

and the purchase of this farm in 1917 with his son in law Nick Poulicakos likely seemed like the realization of his dreams.  

The Great Depression, however, left many such dreams shattered across the nation. But the farm was much more than a 

tragic story of economic calamity. More significantly, it represents the union of two impoverished Greek families who 

left their home nation to start a new life in the United States and were bonded by marriage.   

Costantinos, known as “Costas” or “Costas,” D Papafagos (sometimes spelled Pappafagos) was born in the town of Skala, 

in the Laconia region on the southeastern Peloponnese in Greece in 1862. In ancient Greece, Laconia was the principal 

region of the Spartan state meaning our family are proud Sparatans. Costas’ parents were Dimitrios and Georgia 

(Karminikas).  They were farmers. The 1873 Election roll for Skala shows Costasdinos Papafagos, age 23, son of Dimitrios 

and working as a farmer. The entire village were farmers. The report lists Georgios Papafagos, age 42 and whose father 

was named Pieros and another farmer by the same name- Georgios Papafagos- who was 34 years old and whose father 

was Ioannis. Other Papafagos farmers were 23-year old Thomas - the son of Georgios and Theodoros, 45, son of 

Georgios; Ioanis, 44, son of Pieros; Ioanis, 27, son of Dimitrios; Panos, 34, and his brother Petros, 28, sons of Andonios. 

There was also another Panos Papafagos, aged 45, but no father listed. Spyros Papafagos, 25, was the farming son of 

Zanetos.  The spring-fed Eurotas River, the main river in the Laconia region, flows past Skala to the Laconian Gulf 

providing farmlands growing mainly fruit trees, especially olives.  Other relatives came from nearby villages such as 

Leimona, Saidali and Stefania where Dimitrios Poulikakos, 25, son of Poulikos worked as a farmer. Poulikos Poulikakos 

was 43 and the son of Dimitrios. All of these villages were part of the larger municipality of Trinasou.  

Costas and his wife, Penelope (Basourakas), had four children: Stamatico born in 1886, Stavroula in 1888, Angelike in 

1890 and George in 1892. Costas then left Greece in search of work in America. By the 1890s Greece was virtually 

bankrupt. Poverty was rife in the largely uneducated rural areas and was eased only by large-scale emigration to the U.S.  

The first Greek in Lowell, according to the Lowell 

Sun, arrived in 1880. The following is taken from the 

report Ethnicity in Lowell for the National Park 

Service (NPS): ‘In 1890, when the prices for several 

agricultural export crops collapsed, many people 

ventured to the United States. By 1897, about ten 

percent of the Greek population lived abroad. Earlier 

immigrants sent word home that “America is the 

land of wealth and opportunity. In America, the 

streets are lined with dollar bills.” While it is true 

that mill jobs were available in the 1890s—130 

Greeks worked at the Lawrence Mills in 1895 and a 

smaller number worked in the Tremont Mills and the 

Suffolk Mills—jobs were becoming harder to come 

by as the city’s mills faced growing competition from 

other parts of the country.’ Another report said that most of 

the Greeks who came to Lowell came mainly from Mani or Laconia- the two areas our ancestors called home. 

Costas arrived in New York City on April 14, 1894 aboard the Dania and was listed as a 30 years old farmer. From 1820 to 

1870, approximately 400 Greeks arrived in the United States.  During that time, the Immigration Center was Castle 

Gardens in Battery Park.  It was open from 1820 to 1892 and the Greeks referred to it as “Kastelgari.”  In 1892, Ellis 

Island opened as the main east coast immigration center.  By 1904, Costas had found his way to Lowell, was an 
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operative at a mill and boarded at 350 Suffolk Street.  Rent was under $8 per month and Greek men could live on $1.00 

per week especially in the summer. They earned between $6 and $10 per week at the mills. The rest was sent home. 

Nicolas D Poulicakos (sometimes spelled Poulicacos) was born on August 4, 1877 in the town of Tsimova (The town later 

changed its name to Areopolis which means “City of Ares.” Ares is the mythological Greek God of War). It is located 

along the west coast of the Mani Peninsula and was the starting point for the Greek War of Independence in 1821.  His 

parents were Demetrios and Stavroula 

(Gianakakos).  The Poulicakos family also has 

members who come from Stefania and knew the 

Papafagos family prior to immigrating. 

 Nick made his way to Boulogne-sur-Mer, France 

and boarded the Graf Waldersee on May 27, 

1901 arriving in the port of New York on June 1. 

The manifest lists him as a 24 year old 

blacksmith.  He was worked in Lowell as a dealer 

for the mill in 1906 boarding at 472 Market St. 

Nick’s brother Alexandros and John also came to 

the United States. Alexandros went to West 

Virginia. He had a son Paul in 1917 and died in Clarksburg in 1936 according 

to our relative John Lancaster who is a descendent of that line. John 

Poulicakos was born in Greece on Aug 10, 1887 and he came to Lowell after 

arriving in the US on Mar 4, 1914 staying with Nick and his family when they 

lived on Old Ferry Road in 1917 when he filled out his WWI draft registration 

card. He was still here for the 1920 census and boarded with the family at the 

farm. According Nick Poulicakos, son of James and Katina, John went back to 

Greece and was involved in a vendetta killing there.  

According to the previously cited NPS report, the Greeks lived in the Acre. 

Rent was cheap and “young men could crowd together into small 

apartments” in order to send money home. In 1905, approximately 2,000 

Greeks lived on Market and Suffolk 

streets and walked to work in the Tremont, Suffolk, Massachusetts, Middlesex, 

and Boott mills. The community was still largely single men who would fill the 

many coffeehouses after work and talk politics or play cards. “Worse conditions 

can hardly be imagined than in certain old wooden tenement houses in the 

Greek district. Bathtubs and bathrooms are unknown to the Greeks in this 

section,” according to the report Greek Immigration to the United States. The 

report goes on to state: “Some of the Greeks who have been here longest have 

established homes in the suburbs, have invested in real estate, and have neat 

and attractive homes.” Tenement life was okay for single Greek men but would 

not do for families who accustomed to living in rural settings. 

The first of Costas’ children to arrive was Stamatico (Mary). On July 3, 1904, at 

the age of 19, she married James Cokenis (Sometimes spelled Cokkinis) who 

worked as a clerk.  The 23 year old groom was living at 600 Market Street while 

the bride’s residence was 336 Suffolk St.  They were married by Fr George 

Joakim at the Holy Trinity Church which had opened its doors in 1900.  This was 

the fourth Greek Orthodox parish in America. The first Greek in our family born 

in the United States was Catherine Cokenis - on July 17, 1905.   George Papafagos between 1908 and 1913 

Alexander Paul Poulicakos, brother of Nick 



Soon the rest of the Papafagos family journeyed to Lowell. James Cokenis left Lowell to fetch them for Costas. On 

December 22, 1906, the SS Canopic sailed from Genoa carrying passengers including Penelope (42), Stavroula (22), and 

George (10). James’ occupation was listed as laborer and he had $40 in his pocket. Penelope had $20. This likely had 

been sent home from Costas as there was essentially no way to make money for rural Greeks. By the 1890s Greece was 

virtually bankrupt.  All four passengers were listed in good mental and physical health with no disabilities or crippling 

condition. None were anarchists or polygamists. Cokenis is listed as being 5’7” of fair complexion with brown hair and 

brown eyes. Stavroula was listed as 5’3” dark complexion with brown hair and eyes. Penelope was 5’5” and dark 

complexion with brown hair and eyes. George was not listed for height but was dark complexion with brown hair and 

eyes. Cokenis was from the town of Drouli (after 1930 called Elos). The Canopic arrived in Boston on January 9, 1907.  

Also on board was James Janetakos who later married Stavroula. He had come to the US originally in 1901. He was born 

in 1879 in the Trinasou village of Leimona.  

Meanwhile, Nick Poulicakos had begun working for Apostolos A Johnson who 

owned a drug store on Market Street. Nick’s occupation was listed in the city 

directory as cigarette maker. Johnson sold the drug store in 1912 and began 

focusing just on tobacco products. Nick eventually went on to make cigars and 

cigarettes and was secretary for the company.  A. A. Johnson & Company, 

manufacturers of Pygros brand cigarettes, had factory at 626 Merrimack St. He 

could read and write English, Greek and Ancient Greek. He would go to the 

coffee houses and read the Greek newspaper to the other Greek men.  He was 

very talented with the cigarette-making machine and was one of the few who 

could keep it running right.  

On September 19, 1909, Angelike Papafagos and Nicolas Poulicakos married in 

Lowell at Holy Trinity Church. Nick was 30 and Angelike was 22. 1st marriage 

for both of them. A cigarette maker marrying a mill worker. Priest was CN 

Demetry. The Papafagos and Poulicakos families were now one.  

The 1910 

census (collected on April 16) reports that the Cokenis 

family lived in a rented apartment in Saco, Maine at 16 

C Storer Street. Living there were James (30) and 

Stamatico (23), daughters Catherine (4), and 

Constantina who was less than a year old. Both of the 

daughters were listed as born in Massachusetts. James’ 

immigration year is listed as 1898 and Stamatico is 

listed as 1905. James could speak English and read and 

write but Stamatico could not yet speak English. James 

was a Stubber at the Cotton Mill. Their home (now a 

parking lot) was two blocks from the Saco River which 

separated the city from Factory Island. George 

Papafagos (19) lived with the Cokenis’ and other 

boarders including George Cowshogenis and his family. 

George Papafagos is listed as a Doffer at the cotton mill 

and could read and write. A doffer is someone who 

removes (doffs) bobbins and spindles once they had spun their capacity of fiber and replaces them with empty ones.  By 

Nov 17, James Cokenis was living with his family in West Kennebunk, Maine, filed for naturalization with the US Circuit 

Court in Portland, and became a U.S. citizen on Mar 6, 1911.  

 1911 photograph of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 



The 1910 census (collected on April 27) reports the following: Costas was 45 and was a Carder at the Cotton Mill. Living 

at the apartment at 357 Market Street in Lowell with him were Penelope (44), Nicolas Poulicakos (32), Angelike (20), and 

Stavroula Papafagos (22). Listed immigration dates are as follows: Nick 1901, Angelike 1903, Penelope and Stavroula 

1907, and Costas in 1894. Nick worked as a cigar maker and Stavroula was a Spinner at the cotton mill. Angelike and 

Penelope stayed at home. 

Nick Poulicakos was naturalized as a US Citizen in Boston 

on October 18, 1911 and listed his Lowell address as 626 

Market St. It was a rainy and windy Wednesday in Boston 

that day. He was the secretary of the AA Johnson and 

Company and could read and write by then but who knows 

if he spent the two cents to buy the Boston Globe.  He was 

described as being 5’7” tall with dark complexion and 

weighing 148 lbs. He had black hair and brown eyes.  

 

On November 19, 1911, Stavroula Papafagos (25) married James Janetakos (sometimes spelled Tzanetakos) (also 25) in 

Lowell.  Stavroula was working at the mill at 

the time of the wedding and James was an 

Oysterman from Buffalo, NY. Their 

daughter Lilian wrote the following: ‘James 

Janetakos was born in Leimona- near Sparta 

(between Skala and the Laconian Gulf) - 

…Back in Leimona, all the people would 

help one another especially in Spring when 

the landowners would look forward to 

tilling the soil in preparation for planting. It 

was one of those times when the Janetakos 

family needed help to cultivate their fields 

that they asked the Papafagos family to 

send their children to help.  That is when 

James saw Stavroula- working in the field 

that he fell in love with her and that he 

vowed that she would become his wife….In 1907, he went to Buffalo, NY where he established himself at any work he 

could find. …As was the custom of their ethnic tradition, he asked his first cousin, Thomas Katsikaros to intervene and 

arrange the meeting for the couple. After time elapsed and nothing seemed to materialize, James decided to do his own 

negotiating. He met with Konstantine Papafagos, Stavroula’s father. He told them that when he saw his daughter 

helping in the field, he decided that she would be his wife. Therefore since the families knew each other in their 

homeland, would he consider him to become 

Stavroula’s husband? Of course the father was 

pleased and thus a marriage was 

arranged…Stavroula wore a Royal Blue Silk satin 

gown embellished with lace and wearing an ivory 

lace net veil and James in his dress up suit were 

married in Holy Trinity Church in Lowell, MA….. 

They settled in Buffalo, NY where they had 12 

children.  The first born were twins: George and 

Constantine born on October 23, 1912…James 

sent Stavroula to stay with her parents to await 

the birth of the twins. Stavroula and the babies 

The Papafagos and Poulicakos families come from villages near the Eurotas River 



shared the bedroom with her Mother (Penelope Basourakos Papafagos). They placed the twins in the crib- one at the 

head of the crib and the other at the foot of the crib.  One night while they were sleeping, Stavroula heard some chatter- 

to her amazement as she glanced towards the crib she saw the Three Fates- Clotho (Spinner) who spins the thread of 

life; Lachesis (dispenser of lots) who determines its length; and Atropos (Inflexible) who cuts it. They were chanting the 

events which the twins would experience in their lives. Stavroula became so frightened that she was trembling that her 

Mother woke up asking her why she was trembling. She told her Mother everything the Fates said about the lives of the 

twins. When daybreak came, her Mother went to the Holy Trinity Church to talk to the Bishop about what took place. 

She recounted the events… The Bishop went with her to her home. He blessed the babies and Stavroula with 

appropriate prayers. Then he asked her Mother to follow him to the next room. There he told her, “Your daughter was 

blessed to have seen that vision. However, because she told you about all the events she heard them relate, you both 

will forget everything that was said and also one of the twins will die!” Needless to say, at 3 months the healthier twin- 

Constantine- died! It was then that Stavroula made a promise (etaxe) to our Virgin Mother- Panagia- that she would 

dress the surviving twin, George, in black and put religious items around his neck til he became one year old and for Our 

Holy Mother- Panagia- would keep watch over him and strengthen him. When he became one year old, she dressed him 

normally.’ 

Roughly 20,000 Greeks lived in Lowell in 1910 

and the population grew slowly until the 1924 

Immigration Act severely limited the number 

of people allowed to enter the U.S. from 

particular countries.  

By 1913, the Poulicakos family had moved to 

Old Ferry Rd in Lowell (a much more rural 

section of the city along the banks of the 

Merrimack River in the Pawtucketville Section) 

and on December 25, Angelike gave birth to 

their first child, James – later nicknamed 

“Buster”.   

Stamatico and her husband James Cokenis had 

moved back to Lowell from Maine by this point 

and their daughter Stella was born in Lowell on 

May 22, 1913. Olga was born in 1914. 

Angelike and her brother George Papafagos. Seated: Nicolas and James Poulicakos 



On Sunday, June 8, 1913, George (21) married Helen 

Costopoulos (sometimes spelled Kostopoulos) (19) at 

Holy Trinity Church. Both listed that this was their first 

marriage and both were employed as mill operatives. 

They were married by Rev CH Demitry, located at 179 

Salem St Lowell.  George had been living with his parents 

at 607 Market Street.  

 A violent storm hit Massachusetts the day before the 

wedding. A woman in Arlington had been struck by 

lightning while sitting by her window. The Boston Globe 

reported: ‘Trees and chimneys fell before the violence of 

the wind in most of the towns and cities in Greater 

Boston, and wires blown down crippled the electric light 

car service, besides being a menace to life in themselves. 

Torrents of rain came with the lightning and flooded 

sewers and washed out streets resulted. Tender crops 

were beaten down and damaged by the rain, and hail…A 

Roxbury man was enveloped in flame when lightning 

struck a car on South st, West Roxbury…About 10,000 

persons were stormbound at Fenway Park. Few of these 

had come prepared for rain, and when the downpour 

sent the Cleveland and Boston teams scurrying to their 

dugouts …The South st Methodist and High st Baptist 

Churches were struck in Lynn…Worcester reported the 

heaviest rain ever known… The storms passed and the 

wedding had clear skies for George and Helen.  

Greek Mill Workers in Lowell including Helen Costopoulos (among the women on the left) and her brother James (back right wearing hat). This 
photo taken between 1910 and 1920. Both Helen and her brother worked for the mills for many years off and on.  



Helen was born in Riza (Settlement), East of 

Amykles (Village) in the Sparti municipality 

which is in Laconia section of Greece near 

the Eurotas River (21 miles northwest of 

Skala). She was the daughter of Nicholas 

Costopoulos and Georgia (Karatanis). 

Nicholas came to America in 1897. The 

1900 census states he worked at the mill 

and boarded at 15 Fenwick Street.  Helen’s 

brother, Demetrios Nicholas Costopoulos 

(He was also known as James Christo during 

his wrestling days) came to Boston aboard 

the Canopic with his father Nicholas on 

November 13, 1905. The pair began the 

crossing in Naples, Italy on November 1.  

Nicholas went back and brought Georgia 

and Helen to Lowell as well. He later 

returned to Greece alone and did not 

return- abandoning them.  

By 1914, the Janetakos’ had joined James in 

Buffalo. Costas and Penelope were living at 

607 Market Street. 1914 also saw the birth 

of George and Helen’s only child- Penelope 

“Penny” Papafagos who was born on 

September 20 (though she would celebrate 

on the 21st) at Lowell General Hospital- a 

mile and a half from where the Papafagos 

family was living at 57 Old Ferry Road.  

Helen was not be able to bear any more 

children. Seven months after Penny was 

born, Stavroula “Stella” Poulicakos was 

born on April 13, 1915 to Nick and Angelike. Penny may have been an only child but she was also very much the big 

sister to her Poulicakos cousins.  

In 1917, Nick and Angelike 

welcomed their third child 

Penelope “Poppy” Poulicakos 

just as America was entering 

the Great War in Europe. 

Following the new Selective 

Service Law, George 

Papafagos and his brother in 

law James Costopoulos 

registered for the draft with 

Nick’s brother John 

Poulicakos on June 5, 1917. 

George listed his residence as 

75 Old Ferry Road and was 

described as a farmer of 

Helen and her brother James Costopoulos. Helen married George Papafagos in 1913  

Map of the Family Farm originally purchased in 1917 by both the Poulicakos and Papafagos family 



medium height, stout with brown eyes and black hair. James lived at 408 Suffolk Street in Lowell and was short, stout 

with light color hair and grey eyes. John Poulicakos was listed as also living at 75 Old Ferry Rd and was listed as a single 

farmer, short of medium build with blue eyes and black hair. 

On October 30, 1917, Costas and Nick and their wives Penelope and Angelike appeared before Justice of the Peace John 

J Hogan who was serving as the Register of Deeds for the Northern District. All four signed or left their mark on the deed 

to the Varnum Ave farm.  They had received a 6% loan for one year on $1500 from Washington Savings Institution 

payable semi-annually. This loan covered the purchase of land and buildings on the northerly side of Varnum Ave 

containing sixteen and 8/10 acres more or less. This was “the homestead formerly occupied by the late Moses B 

Coburn.” Abutting properties were owned by Doran, Willey, Rolfe and the heirs of J B V Coburn.  The purchase also 

included a parcel of land on the southerly side of Varnum Ave totaling about 2 acres. It had been owned by Albert 

Winslow of Boston and Albert Partridge of 

Winthrop.  

This property was adjacent to the Coburn 

Mission which had been built in 1755 and 

was the first school in Dracut. In 1874, the 

area -part of the village formerly known of 

West Dracut- was annexed to Lowell 

becoming the Pawtucketville section of the 

city.  In the background of the picture of the 

Coburn Mission School you can see the 

Papafagos-Poulicakos farm to the west. 

The 

farm 

gave 

the 

family plenty of outdoor spaces for the increasing number of kids to play in and 

they could grow crops to sell or store for the winter.  The land on the south side 

of Varnum had woods and a stream for the kids to explore. That section was 

eventually sold when times got tough.  

James Cokenis and Nick Poulicakos went to the Court House on Gorham Street 

on September 12, 1918 and fulfilled their civic responsibility by registering for 

the draft. Cokenis, 38 years of age, was working at US Cartridge Company, was 

described as medium height and build with brown eyes and hair. Nick was 41 

and was still working at the cigarette factory as a machinist. His hair had turned 

grey and his eyes were brown. James and Stamatico and their two girls were 

living with the Papafagos and Poulicakos’ at the farm. All told there were four 

Cokenis’, five Papafagos’ and five Poulicakos’ living there in 1918 and Angelike was pregnant with Paul who would be 

born on October 22, 1918 - the first human birth at the farm.  The 1920 census, collected on Jan 2, reports that the 

Papafagos family and Poulicakos family were living at 805 Varnum Ave. Residents listed are: Nicolas Poulicakos (43), wife 

Angelike (30),  son Demetrios (7), daughter Stavroula (5), daughter Penelope (3), and 1 year old son Poulekos (Paul). 

Nicolas was listed as the head of the house. Also living there is a boarder named John Poulicakos (30) who was a laborer 

at the cotton mill. Also listed as head was Costas Papafagos (58), wife Penelope (50), George (28) and Helen (21) and 

their daughter Penelope (5). Costas worked the farm, George and Helen worked at the cotton mill. Angelike was 

pregnant at the time with Charles Poulicakos who would be born on July 23, 1920. There were 15,000 Greeks living in 

Lowell that year. The Cokenis’ had moved to Waltham by that point.  

 Helen and George Papafagos  



Tragedy struck on Friday, May 9, 1924 when Angelike (Papafagos) Poulicakos, 

daughter of Costas and Penelope and wife of Nicolas, died at home from renal 

tuberculosis. She was waked at the farm and her body was taken to the chapel 

of Undertaker James F O’Donnell and Sons. The funeral took place at the Holy 

Trinity Church before burial at Westlawn Cemetery.  The death record, which 

incorrectly lists her name as Ageleco, reports her age at 35. In 1924, Lowell saw 

more than 100 succumb to TB. Perhaps she picked up the disease while working 

at the mills.  The book The Record of a City: A Social Survey of Lowell, 

Massachusetts stated: There has been a steady decline in the death-rate from 

tuberculosis among the Irish and other nationalities, but now the disease has 

attacked the Greeks, the Polanders and other late comers from the East. This is 

due in large part to their bad 

housing….They work fifty-six hours a week 

in the cotton mills, perhaps breathing the 

cotton dust every day. At the close of the 

day’s work, with no attractive home 

inviting them, they go to the poorly ventilated coffee-houses and remain there 

smoking, spitting on the floor, playing cards and inhaling the germs of various 

diseases, about three hours every evening. After that they go to their poor 

apology of a home and sleep with one or two others in a single bed, frequently 

with two beds in one room. In these bed chambers the air becomes very polluted, 

as the windows are rarely open during the night. In place of the light wines of 

Greece, they turn to drinking the intoxicating liquors of our country. All these 

things tend to bring upon them tuberculosis in various forms. Conditions are 

especially bad among them because of the large number of men and boys and the 

small number of women.  

In 1906, the City of Lowell Board of 

Health hired four inspectors to visit 

tenement houses and other dwellings to check on plumbing, waste and 

check the sanitary conditions otherwise. “The board collects the garbage 

and the ashes, and sees to the cleaning of the alleys, and gives close 

inspection to contagious diseases. The Lowell Hospital, maintained by the 

corporations, has a contagious ward.” The problem got so bad that the 

City of Lowell had a “Tuberculosis Camp at the Lowell General Hospital in 

summer, provided by the munificence of Mr Frederick Fanning Ayer”. 

Signs were placed in each community written in different languages 

warning residents not to drink canal water and that spitting was illegal 

and punishable by imprisonment or a $20 fine.  Here are some 

nationwide statistics from In 1921: Male textile workers: 2,390 deaths 

total. 525 died from tuberculosis (22%). 47%of deaths of those between 

25 & 34 years, is from TB. Female textile workers: The average age at 

death is 33.9 years, while the age at death of those dying tuberculosis is 

26.7. 36% of all deaths among female textile workers is due to 

tuberculosis.  

Helen Papafagos became mother as well as aunt to sister-in-law’s five 

children as well as her own daughter Penny.  

According to the National Park Service, the Depression came early to Lowell and stayed. In 1926 came a wave of (mill) 

closings… By the mid-1930s, of Lowell's first large mills, only the Merrimack, Lawrence, and Boott were still in operation. 

 James Costopoulos and his mother 
Georgia with Penny Papafagos  

Penny and her father George Papafagos 



By 1936 total textile employment had dropped to 8,000, only slightly more than it had been a century earlier. Many mills 

stood empty; others housed a number of small manufacturing firms. Entire mill complexes were demolished, or sections 

lopped off, to reduce taxes. Parts of Lowell looked like a war ravaged city. 

On February 27, 1933, the City of Lowell seized the 16.68 acre property owned by Penelope Papafagos & Nicholas 

Poulicakos at 805 Varnum Ave for non-payment of 1932 taxes totaling $25.20. It was auctioned on July 19, 1933. As 

there were no bidders, the City purchased the land for $30.75 (Taxes plus interest). The family continued to live there, 

however, until March 24, 1936 when the City of Lowell sold the land to the Washington Institution for Savings for 

$640.82.  What had happened to the money set aside for the taxes? The family story is that Costas’ wife Penelope sent 

money to support their daughter Stavroula and the Janetakos family during the Great Depression.  

The two families who had shared a home since 1917 were forced to 

part ways. Nick Poulicakos, now 62, moved to 119 Liberty Ave in 

Lowell and worked as a carpenter. The Papafagos’ moved to 51 West 

Meadow Road. Costas died suddenly on January 13, 1937 of heart 

attack and buried at Westlawn Cemetery.  He missed seeing his 

granddaughter get married by less than six months. Penelope 

Papafagos (22) married Louis Mahaleris (26) on June 13, 1937 at the 

Holy Trinity Church in Lowell with Nicholas Tsakelakos serving as best 

man. Their first son, Charles (Costantinos in Greek), came on June 16, 

1938 when the couple were living with Louis’ family in Peabody. 

Helen insisted that they move back with her and they all lived on West Meadow Road during the 1940 census. Penny 

was in the early stages of pregnancy when the census was taken in April. Her second son, George, was born on October 

12 that year. Penny and Louis would have their home on Homefield Ave by then. 

The 1940 census shows Nick living on 

Broadway in Lowell with Poppy, 

Dutch, and Charlie. Stella had 

married James Macenas in 1939 and 

moved to Manchester. By 1942 

Helen and George along with 

George’s mother Penelope had 

moved to 80 Honora Ave in Dracut.  

In April of 1943, while his sons were 

overseas fighting in WWII, Nicolas 

Poulicakos passed at the age of 65. 

The Varnum Ave farm, the home Nick 

and Costas had worked to provide, 

was gone and so were they. And yet 

the closeness of the two families 

endured. Nick’s son Paul would live on 

Homefield Ave in Dracut just a few 

houses from Costas’ granddaughter Penny (Papafagos) Mahaleris and her family. Penny and Stella, Poppy, Buster, Dutch 

and Charlie were as close as siblings.   

 One of the earliest photos of the 80 Honora Ave home of Helen and George- the sign on the 
building says “Penny’s Variety”. George’s mother was Penelope and daughter was Penny. 


