
Nicolas Kostopoulos Weds Georgitza Kastani – October 13, 1890 
 Nicolas N Kostopoulos and Georgitza Kastani were married on Monday, October 13, 1890 in the Spartan village of Riza.  

The town had exactly 79 residents. Nicolas had 

been born in Sparti (population 3982 in 1890) 

to Nicolas and Maria Kostopoulos. Georgitza 

was born on July 20. 1875 in the village of 

Riviotissa to Panagiotis Kastani and Afrodite 

Konstantarakos. Riviotissa (population 167 in 

1890) is two miles north of Riza on a line 

running parallel with the Eurotas River. Sparti 

is just over two miles further north beyond 

Riviotissa. The population of the entire country 

was 1.5 million. Georgitza, who went by 

Georgia when she came to the United States, 

was 15 when she married 17-year old Nicolas 

but the church notations list both as being 

over 20. The 1905 Greece Handbook for 

Travelers describes the homes of Riviotissa 

lined up along the banks of the Tyflo stream. 

Georgitza’s father Panagiotis was born in 

Kalami (95 residents in 1890) which is just 

south of Sparti and her mother Afrodite was 

born in Tzeramio (61 residents in 1890).  

In April of that year, the nation had celebrated 

the anniversary of its independence from the 

Ottoman Empire. “On April 5, 1821, the Greeks 

sang their first thanks to God for victory. The 

ceremony was performed on the banks of the 

torrent that flows by Kalamata. Twenty-four 

priests 

officiated and 5000 armed men stood around. Never was a solemn service of the 

Orthodox Church celebrated with greater fervor, never did hearts overflow with 

sincerer devotion to heaven, nor with warmer gratitude to their church and their 

God. Patriotic tears poured down the cheeks of rude warriors, and ruthless 

brigands sobbed like children,” Chancellor Manatt said from Athens. In 1890, 

there may have been Greek warriors from 1821 still alive but certainly their heroic 

stories were fresh and often retold.   

On Oct 13, 1890, Reuter’s Telegrams reported, “The King of Greece returned to 

Athens yesterday from Copenhagen, after six weeks’ absence, accompanied by his 

eldest daughter, the Grand Duchess Paul of Russia, with her husband the Grand Duke, and Prince Nicholas, his Majesty’s 

third son. The Royal party were received with hearty popular demonstrations of welcome. This is the first visit which the 

Grand Duchess has paid to Greece since her marriage.”  

Church Record of the marriage of Nicolas Kostopoulos and Georgitza Kastani 

George I, King of Greece 



Our ancestors did not yet have electricity but the Oct 14 Salina Daily Republican in Kansas reported “Athens, Greece, 

now boasts of possessing the largest electric light plant in Eastern Europe.” When 

Prime Minister Spiridon Trikoupis assumed office in 1882 there were only seven 

miles of 

railway linking 

Athens with 

its port of 

Piraeus. By 

1893 some 

568 miles of 

railway were 

in operation, 

with a further 

305 miles in 

the course of 

construction. 

But progress 

had a price. 

By 1887, 40 

percent of the 

annual budget 

was devoted 

to debt 

service and 

the financial situation would worsen. Thomas M Gallant wrote in his book Modern Greece. From the War of 

Independence to the Present, “The sustained deficits evident 

through the 1880s caused the collapse of the 1890s. The Greek 

economy had been buoyed for some time by the rapid 

expansion of the international market in currants following the 

phylloxera epidemic that had destroyed many vineyards of 

France, Spain and Italy.” John S. Koliopoulos and Thanos M. 

Veremis wrote in their book, Modern Greece: A History since 

1821, “With French production returning to normal in the 1890s, 

the international demand for Peloponnesian currants and wine 

contracted, generating ever-increasing unsaleable surpluses.” 

Greece went bankrupt in 1893.  

A Short History of Modern Greece, 1821-1945 authors Edward 

Seymour Forster, Douglas Dakin wrote, “Between 1890 and 

1914 some 350,000 Greeks, amounting almost to one sixth of 

the entire population, migrated, principally to the United 

States.” This included both Nicolas and Georgitza as well as their 

children Demetrios –born December 28, 1895- and Eleni who 

was born on April 12, 1896. Nicolas was first to venture to 

America arriving in 1897. Dimitrios joined him in 1904 and 

worked in the Lowell mills right away. Georgitza arrived with 

Eleni on May 30, 1910 according to her Alien Registration.  

Nicolas Kostopoulos - date 
unknown. Nick returned to Greece 
after the family had been 
established in Lowell. 

1914 Demetrios "Jim" Costopoulos with his mother Georgia and her 
granddaughter Penny (daughter of Helen) Papafagos 

Helen and James Kostopoulos app. 1912 


