
Helen Kostopoulos likely after she arrived in the U.S. between 
1910 and 1912. Helen was born in the village of Riza near Sparti. 

George Papafagos Weds Helen Kostopoulos – June 8, 1913 
In 1913, Lowell had 74 churches across its 14.1 square miles to serve her 106,294 citizens according to the city report 

and the city directory. The growing Greek community in 

attended the Holy Trinity Orthodox Church at the corner of 

Lewis and Jefferson street every Sunday for services that 

began at 9 o’clock and ended at 11. Rev Father Costas H 

Demetry had just returned from the Tenth Conference of the 

World's Student Christian Federation that had taken place in 

Lake Mohonk, New York. The conference, for which Rev 

Demetry was one of the speakers, ran from June 2 to June 8 

but he left early in order to not only lead the weekly 

service but also officiate at the wedding that followed 

which joined Georgios K Papafagos and Elleny N 

Costopoulu. According to city records, this was the first 

marriage for both; he was 21 and she was 19; both were 

born in Greece. It would be a busy day for Father 

Demetry. The Papafagos/Costopoulos wedding was only 

the first that day. He also joined four other couples 

before he could rest. Greeks had begun planning for a 

church in to serve the Spindle City l in 1900. In 1906 

construction began on the first Greek Orthodox church in 

America with a Byzantine motif -Holy Trinity. It was 

completed in 1908. By 1910 Lowell had about twenty 

thousand Greeks. Besides weekly services, weddings, 

funerals and other sacramental events, Father Demetry 

was involved with several Greek organizations. In fact, 

on Tuesday, the church would be “filled to the doors” 

again for the swearing in of “newly elected directors of 

the of the Greek community of this city,” according to 

the Lowell Sun, “headed by their president Harry Houpis 

(owner of the fruit store Houpis & Houpis on Bridge 

street)…Rev Fr. Demetry, who wore the church 

vestments, swore in the new members…told them to be loyal to their adopted country, and whatever they do in the 

administration of affairs to do it in a conscientious and impartial way.” His next message saddened the crowd. “The 



Boott Mill employees. Helen is second row second in on left and her brother Jim is in the back row on the right wearing the hat. 

George Papafagos arrived in the U.S. 
at the age of 14 from Skala, Greece. 

venerable pastor, who is a favorite in Lowell, then announced that he would leave this city next Monday for Chicago, 

…for the benefit of his health.”  

Violent storms had hit Massachusetts on Saturday with lightning strikes, heavy 

downpours and damaging winds. This passed in time for the wedding, however. 

But it was a cold June with frost reported not only in Vermont but also in 

Pennsylvania. Holy Trinity was easy walking distance for both families. George 

arrived in the United States in 1907 and worked at mills in Saco, Maine in 1910. 

Now he lived with his parents Constantinos and Penelope (Basourakos) 

Papafagos at 607 Market street not far from the Kostopoulos family at 422 

Market where Helen lived with her parents Nicolas and Georgia (Kastanis) and 

brother Demetrios “James”.  George’s sisters also married in Lowell. Stamatico 

“Mary” married James Cokenis in 1904. Angelike married Nicolas Poulicakos in 

1909. In 1911, Stavroula wed James Janetakos. Jim Kostopoulos was still single.  

The first Balkan War had just ended and days after the wedding, the second one 

would begin on June 29. George Sarris also lived on Market street and had gone 

to the front as part of the Holy regiment of reservists from Lowell organized by Rev. Demetry.   The Lowell Sun reported 

on Oct 13, “Mr Sarris tells a horrible story of the barbarous doings of the Bulgarians during the recent war, and states 

also that practically the entire Holy Regiment which left Lowell about a year ago was wiped out, most of the men being 

killed or seriously wounded while others died of pneumonia. He says that he believes that very few of the Lowell Greeks 

who left their home city to go to the war, will return.” And in 1913 Greece’s King George I was assassinated on March 18 

after 50 years of rule. These developments greatly impacted Lowell’s Greek community.  

Everyone worked in these families, initially at one of Lowell’s more than 1000 manufacturing plants according to the city 

report for 1913. Lowell boasted having the largest cotton mill, largest hosiery, largest leather factory, largest carpet mill, 

largest mohair mill, largest magneto factory, largest sailcloth factory and largest proprietary medicine plant in the 

United States. Did the couple go on a honeymoon? No. They worked. In fact, the Boott Mill had employees working 

overtime to help make up for lost labor after the state’s child labor laws went into effect. Those under 16 could not work 

more than 48 hours in a week. “There is plenty of work and the orders are coming in fairly well. The officials of the 

(Boott Mill) company have not as yet decided as to whether a vacation will be given the employees this summer, the 

matter to be settled at a later date,” reported the Lowell Sun on June 21. Perhaps they attended the Ringling Brothers’ 

Circus and its 3-mile long parade which came to Lowell on the Wednesday following the wedding.  Boott Mill employees 

were treated by the company to a day of swimming and dancing at Revere Beach on August 2.  George and Helen 

became parents when their only child Penelope Papafagos was born on September 20, 1914 at Lowell General Hospital.  


